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EDUCATIONAL  COMPUTING  NEWS 


By  Robert  Price 

COMPUTERS  CONTINUE  TO  PROLIFERATE 
IN  SCHOOLS 


The  number  of  computers  In 
elementary  and  secondary  schools 
is  currently  tripling  every  18 
months!  At  this  rate,  there  will 
be  one  school  computer  for  every 
23  students  in  America  by  1987. 
So  states  a  report  by  the  National 
Institute  for  Education  (NIE). 

Although  the  numbers  are 
increasing  rapidly,  many  students 
still  have  little  or  no  access  to 
computers.  Today  the  national 
average  is  one  computer  to  92 
students.  Since  many  schools  are 
still  experimenting  and  teachers 
often  lack  training  in  computer 
use,  compute, rs  are  often  not 
utilized  to  their  fullest  extent. 
A  typical  elementary  school  uses 
its  computers  only  about  2  hours  a 
day.  In  elementary  schools  which 
have  computers,  80  percent  of  the 
students  have  less  than  30  minutes 
per  week  of  instructional 
computing  time.  Management  and 
training  in  the  use  of  these 
resources  are  obviously  needed. 

TECHNET  : EXPANDS  SERVICES 


TechNet,  the  electronic  infor¬ 
mation  utility  service  of  AECT  has 
greatly  expanded  its  information 
based  since  its  introduction  in 
1983.  Subscribers  have  access  to 
the  most  popular  networks  of 


interest  to  educators  including 
ED-LINE  and  THE  SOURCE  as  well  as 
TechNet 's  own  data  banks. 

Subscriptions  allow  anyone  with  a 
personal  computer,  a  modem,  and  a 
telephone  to  take  advantage  of  the 
up-to-the-minute  news  and 

Information  on  instructional 

technology.  For  more  information 
contact:  AECT,  1126  16th  St.  N.W., 
Washington,  DC  20036 

FREE  AV  MATERIALS  ON  COMPUTER 
LITERACY 

Bell  laboratories  has  several 
free  loan  films  and  videotapes  on 
computer  literacy  available 

through  Southwestern  Bell 

telephone  company.  A  partial  list 
of  these  is: 

Microworld,  15  min.,  film,  JHS-HS. 
The  Thinking  ???  Machines,  15  min., 
film,  HS. 

Communication  s 

Milestone — Invention  of  The 

Electrical  Digital  Computer,  10 
min.,  film  or  videotape.  General 
Audiences . 

The  Quiet  Revolution,  25  min.  , 
videotape.  General  Audiences 

VIDEODISC  TO  BE  INTEGRATED  WITH 
COMPUTER  SYSTEMS 

The  next  "revolution"  in 
educational  computing  is  likely  to 
be  the  integration  of  videodisc 
delivery  systems  into  computer 

Continued  on  Page  15 
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applications  of  the  videodisc. 
The  monthly  news  report  Includes 
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REGION  VII  HIGHLIGHTS 


TAET  President,  Dr.  Terry 
Holcomb,  Dr.  Bob  Titus  and  Dr.  Ron 
Johnson  (ETSU),  Dr.  Dick  Zimmer 
(Sul  Ross  State  University),  Dr. 
Rick  Barrius  (Wharton  Community 
College),  Ms.  Linda  Petty  (NTSU 
graduate  student),  along  with  Pat 
and  Tom  Webb  (Carthage  ISD),  and 
doctoral  candidate  and  presenter 
(ETSU)  Michael  Kwan ,  all  journeyed 
to  Baton  Rouge  for  the  three  day 
event.  We  had  an  excellent  one  day 
workshop  which  was  directed  by  Dr. 
Bill  Slaughter,  who  has  served  as  a 
consultant  for  numerous  company, 
corporate,  and  educational 
concerns.  He  served  as  the 
discussion  1 eade r /mode r a t or  for  the 


group  sessions  that  were  discussing 
suggested  changes  for  Region  VII. 
Since  the  membership  in  Region  VII 
has  dwindled  considerably  during 
the  past  couple  of  years,  it  was 
felt  that  some  careful  soul 
searching  was  in  order.  The  day 
long  process  he  glided  us  through 
allowed  for  the  formulation  of 
several  new  directions  for  Region 
VII.  The  workshop,  along  with  an 
excellent  tour  of  the  SLU  media 
facility  proved  to  be  the  trip 
highlites.  The  concurrent  sessions 
also  contained  several  outstanding 
presentations.  These  were  part  of 
the  Louisana  Association  for 
Education  and  Communications 

Technology. 
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